[Activities of the industrial physician in a state preventive health service. The case of Italy].
We analyzed the occupational health activities of physicians in a public occupational health service using the Method of Organizational Congruences (MOC). Occupational health activities are changing in Italy with the application of the European Community Directives (Decreto Legislativo 626/94). We identified four major organizational constraints: a lack and difficult in interdisciplinary work, absence of worker control on the activities, limitations in planning specific industrial area studies, increased conflict between prevention and control activities. We predict for the future an increase of these constraints with a reduction in the professional level of the physicians employed in the state system of local occupational health units.